Pride News
Week of September 6th

Staff Newsletter
Our mission at Margate Elementary School is to create a nurturing environment so that our students will
become independent life-long learners, by providing a high quality, differentiated, and innovative curriculum
based on the Florida State Standards.
Inspirational Message: If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of the future.
John Dewey

Message from Mr.
Schroeder
Happy Monday! We hope that everyone is
having a wonderful Labor Day Weekend and
that time was spent well with family and friends.
As we begin our week, I want to thank everyone
for their extra support and assistance with the
rainy day dismissal on Tuesday. So many teachers and staff went above and
beyond to help us out with dismissal. Our teamwork and family-like spirit truly
makes us a village. In that same spirit, I ask that you keep two members of our
family in your thoughts and prayers. First, Mrs. Belfer’s mom has passed and
Rachel is with her family in Texas. Rachel is expected to return on Wednesday
and I know that each of you joins us in offering our deepest sympathies.
Secondly, Rick Ciotti has had to go back into the hospital for additional procedure.
He is doing well, but will need to be out for an extended period of time to recover.
Tahmina Ahmed will be joining us full-time for the next 6 weeks to work with his
class. Please keep Rick in your thoughts and prayers for a speedy recovery.
BAS, BAS, BAS!! I know that the BAS assessments are taking a great deal of
time to complete. Our support team and administrative team have been working
on helping our fifth grade team finish a few BAS assessments. I hear your pain, in
that it took me over 60 minutes to complete one BAS Assessment. The information
that was gleaned from that administration was incredible and from my analysis, I
was able to develop 3 specific teaching targets for this student. However, due to
the length of the administration, we are advising to only try to complete one
student per day. We will continue assisting each grade level until they are
completed. Thus, the deadline for completing the BAS assessment will be
Thursday, September 29th. All student data should be posted on BASIS and
filemaker Pro by the 30th. Please enter the scores as you complete
the BAS
1
assessments. In the interim, we know that there will have to be less small group
instruction to allow for completion of the assessments. Please ensure that students
are still working on meaningful assignments and should be in center/Daily Five

rotations while you administer the BAS.
Please do not abandon all small group
instruction, but just take one student per
day to complete the BAS. With some
support being given to all grade levels, this
should allow us plenty of time to complete
the assessments by the 30th. If you have
any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask
Vicki, Shannon, Patti or myself.
Finally, we will gather together on Friday,
September 9th to host a patriotic assembly
and commemorate the events of 9/11. We
have several classes who will be
performing.
Please look to the email
attached for arrival directions.
Good luck to all our PreK-2nd grade
teachers will open house on Wednesday.
We know that you will do an amazing job!
God bless each of you! Have a great week!

9/7

Venus Dellatorre

9/10

Daniel Bass

Let’s Level Up Margate
To help continue our theme this year of “Leveling Up”, we will be asking two staff members a week to
complete a quick interview of their goals/plans for the year. Our hope is that it will help us share more about
ourselves along with our purpose for the year.

Venus Dellatorre

Michael Di Gregorio
1. What are you most excited about
this year? Well I think the answer to
that should be obvious. I’m so excited
about teaching at a new school and
getting to know all the staff and
students at Margate Elementary.

1. What are you most excited about
this year? I'm most excited about
working with my amazing team again
this year!
2. What is one thing you want to
share with everyone? I want everyone
to know that my amazing, techie son TJ
earned his MOS (Microsoft Office
Specialist) certification in Word,
Powerpoint and Excel last year in 8th
grade!!
3. What is the best advice you were
ever given? My son TJ has the best advice ever: Work smarter
not harder!!
4. My new most favorite thing is…. My new most favorite
thing is Kickin' It Math, the new math fluency program I'm
implementing this year with my kiddos!!
5. The video game that best represents me is…The video
game that best represents me is Karaoke Revolution because
singing (or trying to sing) makes just about everything alright!
Now I would like to know more about Susan Bales and ask
that she completes an interview for next week!

2. What is one thing you want to
share with everyone? In addition to
being the music teacher at Margate, I
am also a professional bassoonist. I
am principal bassoon with an orchestra
called the Symphony of the Americas.
What’s a bassoon you ask? Google it, hahahaaa!
3. What is the best advice you were ever given? The best advice
I’ve ever been given is to pick your battles.
4. My new most favorite thing is…. my MacBook Air, which
came with a pair of Beats Solo 2 Wireless Headphones (sweet!).
5. The video game that best represents me is…. the Simms. With
this game, you get to create your own world and its surroundings.
Being an elementary music teacher is much like this. Even though
there are standards that music lesson plans follow, you have the
power to create the direction and focus of what you want to do in
the classroom. Also, music class allows students to get in touch
with their creative side, which is a 21st century skill needed for life
beyond the classroom.

Now I would like to know more about Lauretta Huggins
and ask that she completes an interview for next week!

Tuesday, 9/6 Welcome Back from Labor Day Weekend
Wednesday, 9/7— Achieve 3000 Visits in M and M Room;
PLC with Administration w/ESE team in M and M Room
@2:15 p.m. ; 2nd Grade PLC; PTA Meeting @6:00 p.m. in
the Cafeteria; Open House @6:30 p.m. in Grades PreK-2nd
Classrooms.
Thursday, 9/8— PLC with Admin with Gr. 1 in M and M Room
@2:15 p.m.; PLC Meetings’
Friday, 9/9— 9/11 Patriotic Assembly @8:30 a.m. (Please see
arrival information); PLC with Admin and Specials @1:00 p.m.
in M and M Room; PLC with Admin and Kindergarten
@2:15
2
p.m. in M and M Room

All data analysis plans for 15-16 and
Class Composition Plans should have
been sent to Schroeder.
New Benchmark Assessment System
Completed by Thursday, September
29th. All scores must be posted to BASIS
AND Filemaker Pro in entirety by Friday,
September 30th. Enter the scores as you
go!

